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This was his first contact with the city from where he was to rule
Hindustan for nearly two decades. The local chiefs who came to
pay homage to the Emperor also pledged their loyalty to Akbar.
The festivities lasted as customary for eleven days. Proclama-
tion of a general amnesty was a gift to the population given at
the instance of Akbar. Humayun also forbade his soldiers from
indulging their lust for plunder, and compensated them by gifts of
money according to their rank. The Mughal popularity in Lahore
and neighbouring territories was, to some extent, a reaction to
the excesses committed by the Afghans- The latter were now en-
trenched at Dipalpur under the command of Shahbaz Khan, and
were planning to march to the capital in a bid to dislodge the
invaders. Humayun acted quickly. He sent Abul Ma'ali to engage
the Afghans as far away from the capital as possible. Though out-
numbered by one to two, the Mughals scored a spectacular vic-
* tory, due principally to a do-or-die, last-minute assault by Abul
Ma'ali himself. Humayun did the Saiyadzada high honour by giv-
ing him a seat next to himself at the victory banquet while Akbar
had to sit separately at another dastarkhwan. The prince, notwith-
standing his age, was too sensitive to remain indifferent to this
breach of protocol, and instantly became jealous of the Shah's close
relationship with the Emperor. Little did Abul Ma'ali know that
the honour done to him was to be the beginning of his downfall.
In the meantime, Bairam Khan scored a spectacular victory
against the Afghan general Nasib Khan and captured Sirhind.
Sikandar Sur was taken aback at this unforeseen development
and rushed reinforcements under Tatar Khan to check the Mughal
advance. However, Bairam's daring crippled the much larger
enemy force; he crossed the Beas at midnight and repulsed Tatar
Khan with heavy losses. Hissar fell to him without further resis-
tance. Sikandar was alarmed. He mustered every Afghan soldier
for the last-ditch stand and, according to Abul Fazl, he raised an
army of eighty thousand fighting men, and took his position at a
distance of less than ten miles from where the Mughal army was
camped. Bairam, who had no more than eight thousand men under
his command, realized the danger of his numerical disadvantage,
and sent urgent messages to Humayun for reinforcements. The
latter, who was laid low with colic, responded by sending ten
thousand men under Akbar's command, and promised to take the
field himself as soon as he was fit enough to travel. The arrival of